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Program Notes

There have been many occasions when I have been awestruck
by things in this world that made me feel small and
insignificant. Things that are bigger than us was inspired by one
such thing — the night hum. I find myself drawn to the
traditional romanticism of the night, captivated by its
mysticism and poetic qualities. While star-gazing one night, I
became aware of a drone-like noise that was low, somewhat

machine-like. This distant but ever-present noise seemed to

Composer Biography

Michael Maevskiy (b. 1997) is a Canadian composer based in
Kingston. His music explores conceptual and philosophical
ideas, often expressed through visceral gesture and ephemeral
apparitions of sound. His style favours rich harmonies and
melodic lines transfigured through a contemporary
perspective, inspired by his heritage of romantic and

contemporary Russian composers.

Michael has written for voice, chamber ensembles, choir,
opera, and orchestra. His music has been performed across
Canada and Italy, having worked with musicians  and
ensembles including Véronique Lacroix, Audréanne Iilion,
Joella Pinto, Quatuor Bozzini, Duo Concertante, and
Unassisted Fold. His music has also been performed at the
highSCORE festival, Tuckamore Chamber Musiec festival,

me like a reminder that even while we sleep, the world does

not StOP.

In this piece, I try to convey the feeling of vastness that I
experience looking up at the night sky. Long drone-like lines
obscure a melody trying to manifest itself from a seemingly
distant place. The drones create a desolate environment. The
piece builds to a romantic outburst before the night takes over

again.

Bozzini Lab, Scarborough Symphony Orchestra’s New
Generation Composer workshop, the Orford New Music
Workshop, the inaugural Piano Lunaire Composers’
Symposium, and. the 2023 Array Young Composer’s
Workshop. He has scored for film in collaboration with

animators from Sheridan College.

Michael's work has been supported by the Canada Council for
the Arts, as well as receiving multiple SOCAN Foundation
Young Composers Awards. Furthermore, he was selected as
part of the Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra's Composer
Fellowship Program (2023/2024) and his works can be found
in the ACNMP's Contemporary Showcase Syllabi for violin

and piano.

Performance Notes

All glissandi are to be played starting at the beginning of the note value.

Tremolos are unmeasured, and should be played as quickly as possible.

An arrow represents gradual change between two states.
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